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THEATRE DRESSING ROOMS

A PICK INTO A fKir WBZCn DATK
POINTS DOUr TUKH-

Tk OTitrpowcrlnsc Wurarobe of Lillian
Bnanell Mr ftteT i> a Cartoon Minnier rnlraern ThlnmMr HnUernn Amort-

entf Kxenun Vm 1ythsKndaa
Oreat changes have been made In recent
earIn the construction and nrrangoment of

I the theatre dressing rooms This fIs especially
iIi true in the larger cities In olden times very

r little attention was paid by mnRlerl of thea-
tres

¬

to tho dressing rooma many theatres
all thu actors were compelled to uso one room

1 and all the actresses anothor Anything In
the way of a screen wee considered good

Jl nough In tho smaller cities no provision
that smacked In th j sllghest degree of eomlor
or convenience was made for the or

I

Mirers Tho rear of the sta o has IlwarIt been a bare cold and eomfoitless
f under the eld system In the smaller townR the

dressing rooms frequently consisted of nothing
X but itnp1ano l pint board partitions attached
c tbare brick walls The lightfooted smiling

queen of the comic opera had to don hor-

I tights In an atmosphere HO cold that hor teeth
chattered and the goose flesh appeared Forf light she had to be contented with a svuturlnl
tallow dip and tho only wonder lIs moro
them did not sink into consumption and the

I other diseases that result from constant ex-

posure
¬

to cold after exertions that brought on
L perspiration
t The dressing rooms of the modern theatres

I aquito dlftaront Every effort Is made to Be
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COTHCTNS MEMORANDUM BOOK

f comfort nnd convenience The walls arej cur
f handsomely decorated there is hot and cold
j running wator nnd there are both electrlo

J lights and I In sono of tho small cube
y whoro tho old thcatros still remain there is-

Btill much discomfort In this respect but the
reputable companies have avoided those places

rt BO much of late that even In them tho new
ideas are beglnnlnc to pronlf It will be thlt somewhat over a
year ago when Manager Duff then of the
Standard Theatre brought his famous suit

f against Lillian Russell because she refused to
i wear tights Lillian Bald In tier defence that

she could not with nny degree of safety do this
while travelling through tbo country Tho

t stages und dressing rooms of tho country thei atres she nli wore so draughty and uncom-
fortable

¬

r sho was In constant danger of
severe colds Evon in boastful Chicago sho
said tbo dressing rooms woro altogether Inad-
equate

¬

and hor physician had repeatedly
i warned hor that sho was In danger of n cold

which would destroy her voice If sho did not
J abandon tho habit of wearing tights
r The dl esslnl rooms of tho theatres of thIs

city are espoqlally well arranged Barely do
more than two actors or actresses occupy thor same room nod the room Is always supplied

c with steam hel and In mcst Instances with
nice While however the change-
int the drosslngroom Is undoubtedly to be corn
m mlod In most respects It hncaused tho
disappearance of an old custom which for
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SIX STILES OJVIRGINIA BABNBD

ninny years mado the drowsing rooms of the
theatres tbrpuguout tho country extremely
Interesting and well worth visiting lho oldi rough board or brick walls were so ugly and

J bare that time artistic sense was grateful for
any inscription or decoration that might bt t
placed upon them The result was

L nearly every actor or actress considered
It a duty to write upon the wallso I some sentiment or thought that might seem

p appropriate to tho time and occasion
f In this way the walls became covered with odd

i and curious mementoes of different occupants-
of tho rooms In country towns especially
tnls priotlco becnme so universal that at times
the walla wore completely covered with curiouswritings either comical or serious It was noti unusual either for an actor or actress who
Spent Dnight or two lu a small town to leave
some message or bit of news written upon the

i wall of the dressing room for somo member of
a company which he or she knew was soon toz occupy the sumo theatre In this way the the-
atre

¬

i dressing rooms camo to bo bureaus for
tho exchange of news nod many of the thin
written upon these walls if they could now gI collected would make interesting reading
the mementoes of actors who parsed away

Hlneo tOe dressing looms havo become so
much Improved the wrllnl on the walls has1 len frowned upon profession goner ¬

nnd for a man now to leave a written me ¬

r montof his presence looked upon as an in ¬

of asininity titlll the theatre dross
a iou rooms of this city are even now worth

vlsltlncr The reporter went up to the Casino
the other day just prior to tho xvcmng per¬t formance and took a look through some of thl

t
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TULLY JJAIlSnAIla MEMENTO

rooms there Of course Lillian llnsseUa room
Droved the most Interesting IIIB a smal butr comfortable room with a the

Steam boat und electric Ikht and capoor
Inrue mirrors IhoLllana chuncn to look

r at herself before the stage The
reporter xazed with awe upon a lot of trench
labelled Lotties IIM Pots containing the vari-
ous

¬

toilet piopniHtlons used by the blonde
queen of the light opoia

lint all these thlnus wore as nothing coot

l permit to the marvellous conceptions that were
hidden behind au ordinary crotonno curtain
on ono side of tho rpom There hanging from
ordinary Iron boots wore tbosu lovely com ¬

binations of nrtlaiio Ideas and dressmakers
L art which have time attar time Intoxicated the

vision of tho theatregoers of this town Light
rolord silk stockings that the reporter dared

look at beautifully arched mlpperaurIc wlih down mysteriousBklrts with won-
derful

¬

I lace emlnoIJtrUpiuidI I I gowns and waists
thut uie almost ideal In their beauty hung
lonesome ant forlorn against the naked wall
The r orturdld out llnuer long hors for the

i reaou that hn BUS full of afeelluK that his
prenonce was almost bacrlloco The Indifferent
attaifle who guided him still urged him to re-
mainI and not the various beauties that the

I ronm contained but in vain
Tior Is ono room In the number at the

I Ithat 8tl bears some resemblance
I to the a dressing room U Is that

5 occupied by II t3tens who is evidently a
funny man the stage as well u on
tie has tuuen a picture utod as un advertise

i mont for runj Kind of babys food which
represents a large ali healthy baby end has
droorutd It with hair He heM taken an

I otier pctilie and laballid the characters In a-

way nut ut all llAttuiluc lo some of his ac-
quaintances

¬

on Ilimo stage There IIs a carica ¬

ture which portrays two men in conflict One
an aldailyI manlis whaling the other a younger
mal cud sonmwhat ol u dude over the bead

an umbrella Beeral women appar
with horrified aiproseloui lu th background

I

s

4
4

Th artist labelled this production H Mahln
actors protetloQfrm the Indignantne Mr Bte
vena ban labelled tangry old man Mr
Comstock and the young man who Is recJv-
ng the thrashing harry liilllard Mr Bil-

liard
¬

who Is now at Herrmanns Theatre may
cal Mr Stevens to an accounting for this An ¬

production of tho same arlstl pencil is
labelled Loafing actors
from the cold winds tbt white around the
corn e IM where they here four
miserable forlornlooking men with histrionic
aspirations written on tnolr brows are rntb
eyed together olnl each other with expres-
sions

¬

of loom dJooton Mr Htevens has
labelled these Wolf Hopper Mur-
ray

¬

Woods and liubber and Oraham
Minnie Palmer whols now appearing In 8n-

zetto at Herrmanns has ono of tho mot
charming dressing rooms In town Tbo walls
are concealed behind hangings of plnkilgured
Japanese silk and are further decorated by
the sweet bats which she wears on the stage
horns of her costumes were lying arouud when
tho tepirtorvlBltod the room While tho crea-
tions

¬

worn perhaps not BO magnificent nor so
complicated as those owned by Lillian Ituxsell
there were still a few mysterious but beautiful
things which caused the eye of the visitor to
dilate with appreciative astonishment Tho
ruflles on tho skirts were perhaps not so deep
nor so Intricate In their designs but they wore
still both beautiful and expansive Harry
Milliards room is decorated with photographs
of many admiring ladles who would probably-
be disagreeably surprised If they should bu re-
produced

¬

here Hal the side of ono wall was
covered with thl

TIle rooms at the Lyceum have recently
been refitted That occupied by Mr Bothern
is quite elaborately decorated with memoran-
da

¬

pictures letters and Ono paperbisPlnnod acalnst the wall a list of the
clothes needed by the actor In tho seoonu net
of The Malstur of Woodbarrow This
list Includes gray suit high hut whItetoppedb-
OOts silk socks lower gloves umbrella
striped shirt high collar gray silk tie watch
and chain soarfiln gray hnndkorablel In a
note underneath tide appears Properties
Umbrella old brier pipe tobacco In paper
cigarettes matches pocketbook and bank-
notes The persons who observe Jlr Both
crus whitetopped boots will be surprised to
know that timer are nothing more than black
boots painted white boorul pairs stood
In the room Mr Sotherns makeup u
very extensive one waited upon a Ihelunder one of the mirrors in tho
There were two mirrors ono of ordinary slz
and one a fulllangth glass Ono hod a tram
01 rough felt while the other was encased in
raw silk An artificial rose was tinned agulnst
the wall Underneath this wits a tin box
mnreed bread box which contained Dcrust
of bread and a loaf of pumpernickel dan-
gerously

¬

sharp knife lay on the shelf beside
the box and beyond this were bottles of medi-
cine

¬

Among the notes pinned against the
wall was this one Where does the Matitrr-
at Hoodfmrroiri learn to tie a cravat with such
dexterityV There was also a letter horn
Lisle Leslie dated Sept 10 In which sho

IMi DicinOLn BuoiAa I amao glad thee hai mad a
tilt In roar sew Dlay Mr Frohman sent me the paper
and I rInahUIII I think U mast be very needy
ai but net quite You tow notn
lug could bo I hay 10 to to the theatre goodS
by with love trom your OLD Uui

He sId this IIs a printed list of tho towns In
which Mr Bothern expects to appear and un-
derneath

¬

It 1receipted laundry bill Evident-
ly

¬

I Mr Hothr uses the wall of his dresslnlroom of memorandum
mind him of things that he wants to do There
are many little notes and memoranda

Across the hallway from this room Is tho
room usually occupied by Miss Cayvan It Is
now occupied temporarily by two actors
of Mr Botberns company When Miss Cayvnn
returns tho walls will be decorated with hand-
some

¬

mlrrora of different ghapes but all
framed In rough white jolt

Tully Marshalls room Is beautified by tho
presence of a little legend on a perfumed scrap
of paper tucked In under the edge of the mir-
ror

¬

frame which reads My darling Popsy
Wopsy The handwriting was BO full of char-
acter

¬

that the artist felt constrained to repro-
duce

¬

it-
Virginia Earned Is over present In her corey

little dressing room that IB there are seven
counterfeit presentments of tier in tbo room
Blx of them are ranged In a row on I shelunder the mirror and ono of extra size
few inches away on a corner of tho same shelf
The photographs give different views of Vir-
ginia

¬

Ono very odd one shows her holding a
pot of palms behind her back The bradpalm loaves drop gracefully over her
and as the concealed from view the
effect is very odd One dainty gold hairpin
rotlnt on a piece of tissue paper lemon

the oocktal glass told of recent occupancy-
of

At the Madison Bquare where one would of
course expect to son some things reminiscent-
of oldtimo actors workmen had entered the
sanctums and wero covering the walls with
paint Without doubt tho most interesting
dressing rooms in this city just now would be
those used by the Kendals Hut Mrs Kendal
was averse to letting the public in to see her
notI and thoatricalpropertles and her wishes

to be respected

TALK lour 3UU SCHOOLS

At the latest meeting of tho Board of Educa ¬

tion a letter was received from Col Jasper
suggesting that some of tho assistant superin-
tendents

¬

should visit other cities and learn
what Is being dono by other communities in
the matter of manual training the size of
classes and class rooms methods of manage-
ment

¬

courses of study and other things per ¬

tnnlnlto public Instruction This is lust In
of what THE SUN has repeatedly sug-

gested
¬

It would bo a good thing for time as-
sistant

¬

superintendents pass several months
Inspecting the schools of other cities but it
would be much better if some of the members-
of the Board of Education whose opinions
were crystallized many years ago should ac-
company

¬

tho assistant superintendents and
find out by personal observation what the
progress In education has been elsewhere
rather than to depend altogether upon the re-
ports

¬

presented by the a61stat superin-
tendents

¬

after their There is
no city In the United Btates which has
a perfect school system but tbro are
many that havo far bettor methods than
prevail in the New York schools In some
cities there are better courses of Instruction-
In other cities there are more correct Ideas
maintained with regard to the quality of
teachers and In others the general class of
buildings is better Now York probably could
not afford to take any ono city as its model
but from D study of time various good things
found In or a dozsn of the larger cities the
assistant superintendents could present a re-
port indicating the particular features of ex-
cellence

¬

abroad and thus point out to tbe
School Commissioners here the best road to
general improement Col Jasper recom-
mended

¬

In his letter to the Hoard that an ap-
propriation

¬

for tho expenses or the visitingI
superintendents should be asked from the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment The
letter was not presented until Commission ¬

ers had become tired over the wrangle upon
the wages to ba paid the scrubmen and the
scrubwomen nnd action unon Col Japersscheme was postponed It is
the Inspection would cost 3000

In the midst of all the criticism passed upon
the New York public schools It Is gratifying to
find that there Is one bureau In the depart-
ment

¬

wherein work of the highest grade is
being done From all over the country visi-
tors

¬

are coming to inspect the school houses
which have been erected within the past few
years by Mr George W Debevolae Superin-
tendent

¬

tal School Buildings Mr Debevols Is
preeminently a school architect Ho under ¬

stands what the In respect of
light heat ventilation and seating capacity
Hitherto the Boardof Eduction has been satis
lied with giving to pupils In tbo lower grades
from seventy to eighty feet apiece and In-
tM higher grades from ninety to 100 cublo
fett In tbo buildings which Mr Debovolne

put upthe pupils bave2ucobb feet apiece-
and in some cass In other cities
the necessity providing nt least 200 oublo
feet of air space for each pupil was long recog-
nized

¬

and although In a majority of our
schools the limit Is placed at from seventy to
100 cublo feet there will before long be suffi-
cient

¬

schools havlnt the proper space for each
child to reformers In this town
pointing with particular pride to tho Improve-
ment

¬

which Mr Debovolso has begun

At least two members of the Board of Edu ¬

cation have under consideration schemes for a
general reconstruction of the public school
system Their plans Involve changes In the
size of classes a remodelling of the course of
study tile establishment of schools which will
cover part of the work now done by the higher
grades In tho grammar schools and the lower
trades In the two colleges and finally traps ¬

formation of the Normal College so that a
thorough course In pedagogy may be carried
on there Whether either of these plans will
come fully before the Hoard of Education will
depend upon circumstances The cOllrolntbody of the school department Is
generally unsettled condition that the most
Intelligent Commissioners hesitate to present
liny eoilous plane They leel that there are
too many members uf the Board who are
practically unfitted to debate a purely
educational subject When it is remem ¬

bered that thero are some Commissioners whooaneither write nor speak tho Engllah lan-
guage

¬

without violating many rules of ¬

mar when It 1Is remembered that tbe lam
some Commissioners who think that the ob ¬

joct of manual training IIs to makboy car-
penters

¬

and girls cooks IIs remem ¬

bered that some Commissioners are In the
Board bolely to advance their personal ends
and go so far as to trample upou the spirit of
the school laws to accomplish the o purposes
it Is evident why tlio bettor class of members
ate postponing action upon some of the sub-
jects

¬

demanding attention It is confidently
expected however that the new men whom
Mayor Grant will place on the Board will be
sufflolently equipped to join with the good-
man now there and bring to a satisfactory
conclusion some of the questions that are now
causing trouble
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FRENCH CANTEEN WOMEN-

NO JTOBJ5 01 rnOl1 PlollOtlAIIACUBS of
They flavRee AtelUhc br to Wee

DepartemPIt eel VroCatie IK-arbIaeeeo l at c
PARIS Oct UAny American who has

knocked about the streets of Paris must hay
seen amiddleaged woman quietly engaged
In sollll flowers under the arcades near the

tho Louvre Tho front of her dross
Is ornamented with several medals among
thom those of Italy ind tho Crimea This
woman Is Mmo Bonnemalro onoo D cele-

brated
¬

cantlnlore Inthe FrancoPrussian
war she was Intrusted with n perilous mission-
as bearer of an Important despatch and fe-

ari7
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rUTUDE CANCTNIKRE

lug lest she should be arrested and searched
on her passage through the enemys lines sho
learned the contents of the message by heart
and then swallowed the paper

Mme Bonnemalro was somewhat puzzled a
taw WAnlrn Aim tniprmnt fnr IHtultlan Anil rnn n non n n
markabl briskness in trado Hor stock of
flowers was exhausted In the early hours of
tho day The fact Is the attention of tho vola-

tile
¬

but sympathetic Parisians had been con ¬

tred upon her by an order of the War Depart-
ment

¬

abolishing this picturesque feature of
French army life That Is to say her place Is
to be filled by commonplace cantlnlero or
sutler some old soldier who with his wife
will be obliged to stick to his wagon which
must keep Its place In the rear of the army

a

MADAM BONNEMAIItE

alone with the rest of the camp followers All
that will remain of tho short skirts rod zouave
trousers Bud dashing hat ° auclly perched on
one ear will be a simple badge which these
antlers will wear upon their arms

There can be little doubt that this business-
like

¬

and unpoetlc system will afford moro ac-

tual
¬

comfort and assistance to tho or
wounded soldier but the wear
French array will not see this always daring
and oftentimes romantic character disappear-
from the army without a sigh of regret They
will call to mind the many times they have
witnessed her acts of bravery and devotion on
bloody battlefields whore regardless of tho
whistling bullet and bursting shell sho calmly
went her warsdlspenslng her welcome refresh-
ment

¬

to the wounded or dvlnc
The cantlnPre is typically French In camp

or in barracks her deep mellow and sympa-
thetic

¬

voice lent a charm to the boisterous
songs rolled out by tho soldiers and In tbo
field a eight of her red white and blue keg as
she stood coolly under Ore no or tailed to call
forta shout of admiration She was the pride

VrVANDliBB OF 1793
tho queen of these rude warriors and was
treated accordingly and now llko the drum-
mer

¬

noy who WB abolished too about a
ago Ihl become a mere rcoloctonTear would know what
turn to the romances of Lever or Oulda-

or to the French histories of tho Napoleonic
wars both under uncle and nephew nnd last
of all to the stories of the Prussian Invasion

While there are many cases on record whore
a canteen woman was decorated for bravery on
the neld of battle there is but ono woman In ex
istenre who wears the decoration of the Legion
of Honor She never wore tho uniform of a
oantlnlere but abe wont through the cam ¬

paign of 1870 with the franc tlrimra irrgular
sharpshooters Her name Is Oarrothoa It
would not be a dlillcnlt matter to make up a
long list of canteen women who wero actually
wounded on tile hold of battle One In partic ¬

ular widow Perrot a cantlnlcro of the army

<Z
IFATTENED VFTEIliN

of Africa was several times wounded and was
rewarded with a military medal for her bravery

Students of tIme Revolution will remember fa
mOre Moreau whq faithfully followed the
armies of the republic During a hattie her
post was usually with the tirailleur Often
she was seen to advance through a hall of bul ¬

lots to administer to the wants of a wounded
soldier and after the battle was over she waseverywhere helping and encouraging making
no distinction between friend or foe accepting
nothing for her servicesDuring the terrible retreat from Moscow a
canteen woman underwent months of emitTer
uuc and deprivation In order tn cave the life of
Lien ties Ksiiirts who teverely woundeJ had
been abandoned by his meu and left to lie In
the snow Madeleine reUlr811Ia also worthy
of mention Bh was woman of
the Bacond Zouave and distinguished hersalt
at the battle of Magenta On that day alonlas bar cognac lasted she ran fromjaik offering her r petite tarws heedUtaof
the ball which tore her red Ikl Whoa her

little trlcolorad keg was at list implied she
caught no the musket and cartridge box of B
wounded man and chewed the Zxr aVslntheir furious imttaok on the village of nlacomingousof tho affray without scratch
wound At the battle of Bolferlno Mm Ores
canteen woman of the Imperial Guard had
her hand smashed by a bullet while chine

I r

CANTmftnE OF 1870
drink to a dying soldier Notwithstanding hot
wound she still managed to drag a wounded
officer nut of tho action

Among tho csntlnloros who will be mus-
tered

¬

out of service by this order of the French
War Department Is the ono belonging to the
181st Infantry By a general order tho title of

titer Canteen Woman of Franco was be-
stowed

¬

open her
This 7 Last of tho Continues whoso par ¬

trait Is given herewith In a native of Lorraine
Her million name was Mario CholiS Win Is a
widow nnd 50 years of ago It will bu noted
that her uniform has atllxed to it two medals
tfhe engraving reproduces very faithfully time
uniform of canteen woman of today with her
threecolored keg swung by her side Mme
Donnemnrl received the military medal iu

day after she marched with her
relrlmrnt In the grand review at Longchnmps-
ami ns she strode proudly by her gold modal
glistening In the sun she was saluted with
burst upon burst of applauso from the multi-
tude

¬

mingled with tries of There goes tho
brae canUnieio of the 131st the First Can-
teen Woman of France I
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Time Western Vision Company Melt About

81OOOOOO Worth otiS Annnnllr
Tern tut ntflanapolli Journal

WARIUNOTOS Oct 22Onu million dollars
worth of time Is sold by the Western Union
Telegraph Company ovary year It enters
what is practically a monopoly In time market-
ing

¬

of this commodity in time United blabs
and a vigoroUBiprototit against It hits been ad-
dressed

¬

to the Government The kick is made
In concert by private agronomical observa-
tories

¬

all ovoritno country which complain-
that such buslMss as they would otherwise do
in tho way of selling time Is destroyed by the
groat corporation that has neither body to be
kicked nor a soul to be saved

To make all this clear It Is necessary to ex¬

plain that the hit Naval Observatory at Wash ¬

ington considers It nn Important part of Its
business to determine and give away to any-
one who chooses to ask or it absolutely cor-
rect

¬

time at noon each day Experts paid b-

Uncletam make the computations and press
at precisely 12 oclock thus com-

municating
¬

the hour to tho various depart-
ments

¬

in this city The Western Union Is
permitted to have its Instruments in tho room
whence the message is Bent with an attach-
ment

¬

to the button so that the news Is flashed
directly from the observatory without even
the aid of an operator nil oer the United
States reaching even distant a point as San
Francisco within the space of not more than
oneflfth of a second

To accomplish this the telegraph company Is
obliged to take all other business off thu wires
each day just before 12 oclock Three min-
utes

¬

and a half before noon arrives o eratorIn all parts of the country cease
ceiving messages and devote their attention
to attaching wires in such a manner as to
establish unbroken connections from Wash ¬

ington with points In every section of tho
Union to which the lines extend their rami ¬

nCAtonS A dozen seconds before tho time
strike a low warning ticks come

flashing along and at the very moment when
the sun passes over the setentyflfth meridian
a current gives a single throb from Maine
to Florida and front tie Atlantic to the
Pacific Informlni an expectant nation
of the day Of course there
Is a difference of three hours between Wash-
ington

¬

and San Francisco but that difficulty
is got over by dividing the whole country into
four perpendicular strips each strip setting
Its clock by the time of the meridian that
bisects it from north to south Thus each strip
Is alwafone hour later than the noxt strip to
th When you get to Chicago you put the
hands of your Watch one hour Hack uaving
reached Omaha you set them another hour

arrlvlniin San Franciscoyou find yourself 8U1 In advance In
this way thu noon siznull sent out from Wash-
ington

¬

indicate 1 for Chicago It A M
lor Omaha and 9 M fur ban Francisco

Now the way In which the teleciaph com-
pany

¬

makes money by distributing the tlmo In
thll manner is by selling It to people all over

United States who have clucks and find It
of Importance to keep them right in tiffs
manner It keeps corrected by electricity to ab-
solute

¬

solar time no liss than 7000 clocks Tn
the city of Now York alone Latc clock U
charged lor this sartlco 15 a year wnfoh
makes an income of tliSOOO so dorived front
the metropolis only Doubtless quite 1000
000 annually obtained from thu betting
clocks unto 1 day lu the populated centres
small and largo of the Union All that the
company Is obliged to putT lor tho time which
soils for so vast n early sum Is time cost of
maintaining Its Instruments at the observatory
and the wires connecting these Instruments
with the main oOloe In Washington Dut It
must be remembered that the cost of stopping
telegraphic operations for four minutes in thlbusiest purl of each dIY throughout the ¬
try Is not Inconsiderable Iteverthelcsa the
proUt In sufficiently great to excite theindignation of the private observatories
Which wish to sell time themselves
against tho Western Union They con
toed that although they aro able to mako
and deliver an equally good and accurate
quality of time themselves the proviso natu-
ral

¬
attaching to Oovernment time drives their

out of tho market and ruliiB the loeal
trade they might otherwise find proilt tn Who
Is going to buy time of them whpn tho same
commodity Is to bo purchased at 1 cheap rate
from tho national astronomer-

In response to their protest addressed to the
Secretary ot the Navy the latter has roollod
that any one is welcome to shame the same
privileges enjoyed by the Western Union Com-
pany

¬

in the getting of time free of charge
The Postal Tolegruph for example Is welcome
to put Its own instruments In and and flash
the message of the button whltbeiBoever It
llstetb As things stand at present the Govern ¬

moot Is glad toextend In any fashion the cour-
tesies

¬

of the hour to 60OOOiiOO people and more
particularly to secure the accurate droonlng of
the noon time balls in all tho important sea-
ports

¬

In order that mariners roar be able to
correct their chronometers This lost was from
the start tbe prime object of tboHorvlco The
clocks that aro sot every noon In a thousand
cities and towns by 1stogie pressure of the
button In Washington are equipped with a pe-
culiar

¬

eleotrlu contrivance so that the current
passing through them springs the hands of
each timepiece to the point of 12

The observatory docs not reckon Its time by
tho sun but by the socalled fixed stars which
are M > far off that their position with relation-
to tho earth does not change appreciably with ¬

in 1 few months or years Htar time IIs the only
truo time therefore The operator looksthrough a big telescope watches for a
viven star that ho knows to cross the plane of
the meridian As It crosses be records what
moment It does so as shown by a startime
cock with a twentyfourhour dial Then

a printed table that shows him
just what number of hour minutes and
seconds the star In must actual ¬
ly have crossed the meridian Diane The
table iIs right end by as the
startime clock differs from It the latter Is
wrong No attempt Is made to sot tho star
clock back allowance being simply made in
subsequent calculations for the error thus dis-
covered

¬

which amounts only to u traction of a
second some days Next the corrected time
OH taken from the star clock IH reduced to sun
time which requires some figuring Inasmuch
aa the star year U ono day longer than the sun
year A eun time or standard time clock
stands chore by and the amount that this
varies from the truth having been ascertained
nlowanoels made for time error In sending the
nool nil over the country

llli BrnvaJo Cost Hiss Illn Lie-
DIPDO Pa Oct ai Ilobort Washington

colored of Culprpper VI has been at work-
as a bricklayers laborer in the Edgar Thom ¬

Ion Steel Works It was noticed by Superin-
tendent

¬

Pierce of the Carnegie Electric Light
Company that be often grasped the aleotrto
light wire when the current was tureor In
order to show the men that he wano afraIdHe was warned by Pierce several times Ltnight at 10 oclock Washington was selnclimb up Rveralbtpl and reach out his hand
toward light lamp borne one
shouted a warning to him but It was too latelila hand toultod time wire and In an In
his triune stiffened and he foil to the Rood be-
low dead Not a muscle twitched lila
death roust have been Instantaneous lIfe
right hand had touched tbo wire and his left
clinging to an Iron rod had completed the ci-
rcuit

¬

There was no mark ICpt on tie right
when a whet he

fled TMpod Illhtsoawat wlo

THE OUTLAY FOR FLOWERS

MILLIONS SFKNT JNNOALLT IJKUKFOR
FLORAL BEAVIIBS-

Tk
AlD IIl2S

Mit Costly Arthe Most Pn hloB ble
Until Tky Are Flentllal but OrchidrAlways IlcalrnbleFnvorlleii or the
Trcicitt and IiclTldnnt Preference

There Is a fashion In flowers ns In other
things with which rich people have to do and
It Is oven more unreasonable and more capri-
cious

¬

than other fashions Asa rue whatever
Is most costly Is most fashionable or at any
rato most sought after A flower that Is dull
cult to procure from Its being not yet In sea-
son

¬

iIs sought after for that ensue and as soon
as It becomes plontlullt Is no baser prized
above Its forced flower takes
Its place and so the fashion changes from one
premature growth to another An exception
to this rule Is the orchid which Is always In
vogue because It Is always expensive On tho
other hand many persons especially women
have their favorite lowers which they or-

der
¬

In season as welt as out of season
not despising them when thoy become com-
paratively

¬

cheap A parson whoso favorite IIs
tho orchid never hue of course this reason for
thinking loss of I You could put S iO worth
of orchids In your hat a llorlst said una
1100 would buy only a small contropleco for a
dinner table choice Catnilla crete 75 cents
It Is perhaps on account uf Its cost that the
orchid Is tho holiday flower At Cbrlstmastlde
people are more Itcoly titan at other times to
buy tho most expensive things their can tetTho Jacqueminot or in Us English form
tho Jack roses are also holiday flowers
Thoy first bloom about titan and sol readily at
from 8 to 12 a dozen Tho Amellcnlleautllnds favor oil tho year
comparatively cheap but It becomes nn
especial favorite soon alter Christmas for be-

coming
¬

rare it sells for front S13 of IS ft dozen
Until the Jack blooms the Meteor Inow flower
quite like It will have a sale for that reason in
Slllto of Its selling at the comrarnlholy low
rate of from 2 to SI1 dozen The Mrs John
Lang also a new which Mamls perhaps
In the same relation to the American Beauty
thn thn 1 tn tn na in t 1Mnna1iiultouH llargo but uu hum a lighter and some
think Imore delicate color will como to tho
front about a week It IK of jrenou origin
and was Introduced by an Kncllsb grower who
naniud It after his wto It nells lor from
SI to 15ii each The Madaino 11 onto 1yellow rose which Is Irom throe
four inches In diameter when fully blown
appears this season In nn Irani oved condition
and will iloubtlos tie popular with thoso who
like yellow roses especially as It comes high
Time Masna Charta Is liked for Its size and Its
hlch price

To the uninitiated It sounds queer to hear
that the rose season Is just bllnnlnl yet this
is true with regard to tho enumer-
ated

¬

and with others of their kind and
tho announcement is premature In regard-
to 80ml On this point n florist said

think the summer is the time for
flowers They aro very much mistaken Tho
summer In this climate Is tohot nod as wo
cannot regulate the heat wo can the cold
we are at the mercy of the elements Thu
winter is tho time for flowers especially rooiThen only tho tine varieties which people
prize aro Irown The colder tao weather
the cold mIsts are more
likely to be sunshiny While roses will
begin to bloom next month they are
not at their bust until December To be sure
there Is an interval midwinter when pome of
the choicest varieties time American Beauty
tor instance are cultivated with dllllculty but
a revival begins In the hothouse just before
Easter the season whlchtypitlos tbo revival of
life out of doors

Persons who believe that nature raises finer
roses them a hothouse horticulturist proba-
bly

¬

thInK that owners of roenllues are In-
dependent

¬

of florists say
the latter In the first place they cannot lisa
rule raise such line llowors as professional
growers and It costs them moro to raise a rich
rose than to buy It When n man finds that his
floral home Industry in addition to being un-
reliable

¬

and uncertain is moro expense than
Importations from the IrlouhlU801 of florists
hearse elsewhere for Ive got
tired paying n5 apiece for my own roses
good and bad prefer to pay a florist to
raise them for me a greenhouse owner Is
quoted as saying

Among tho lowers tnat are expensive and
correspondingly valued on that account are
chrysanthemums Choice Japanese varieties
sell at from f 5 to tlU a dozen The more ex-
pensive

¬

kind are from eight to ten Inches in
diameter Violets always have the call and
are never out of fashion except when they
cannot be hued for love or money which Is sel-
dom

¬

or never They aro used In house or
table decorations as wel as In bouquets and
boutonnleres A of a hundred triolets
costs generally 1250 just now but later in the
season It will cost moro

That the moro expenmivovarieties of flowers
especially of roses are to Do the favorites is
the opinion of mot florists Om lionel thinks-
he can out out tho hug expensive roses with
smaller and less costly varieties because dur-
ing

¬

a recent trip to Europe ho found that
time latter were the fashion In Eng ¬

land Franco and Germany Araulnlthat the American Beauty superb
becoming monotonous from Its constant repe-
tition

¬

ho proposes to substttuti for It the Cath-
erine

¬

Mermet the Capudn tIme Cosine and
similar small flowers arranged with great
mosses of groan Ho has prepared ai Dcentre ¬

piece for a dinner table a dwarf rose bush
with roses either rowinl on it or fastened ar-
tificially

¬

to its The otpeneof this
Is not more than onnthlrd of that of Icentre ¬

piece of American Beauties
As cost anti not cheapness Is an Incentive to

purchase It is easy tbelieve that the amount
of money spent In year by Now Yorkers in
flowers and nlauts would keep many thousands
of poor families In comfort for the same length
of tinin What this amount is It Is dllllcult
even to guea at Each florist Is likely to
mate It differently One Is Inclined to est
that t5OUUDOU a year Is spent In omit towerand as much more in plants
mate Is basod on the anxurtlon that ono
wholesale florist the chief to bo sure ¬
did a business ono year of tl5UU000
Stock that cost 1500000 wholesale may roo
tall for 0000000 and SJOO Is certainly
little enough to allow at retail of
tile stock of the other wholesale dealers The
cost of private greenhouses must be consid-
ered

¬

besides Florists aro sometimes paid
3000 i year to take charge of green ¬

houses 1A custom similar to that or put-
ting

¬

private greenhouses Into tho hands
of florists has to bo considered In con
nection with the cost of plants Tho palms
and other towering tropical plants that
decorate halls and drawing rooms are rented
from florists The rental of a handsome palm
with the services of a florist ovary other day Is

S a month Half a dozen rented volume or
plants for u wason of say

seven months will COlt upward of 200
Another florist a touch morn con-

servative
¬

estimate of tho annual outlay for
flowers and plants He thinks that
would pay the bill for both He 500
annual sale of cut flowers at wholesale at tl000000 and the flowers thus sold at this fig
ure cost customers nt retail 2500000 Theplant bill he estimates at 2000000 While
this estimate may be nearer the truth than
the larger one his flcurei for flowers might
doubtless bo Increased without befog unduly
exaggerated Tne llojwr bill of tthe compare ¬

tively poor who do toot buy ilants is alargo one Moro money In proportion to tho
slender Incomes of the buyers Is spent for
flowers at funerals COil weddings anti In time
sick room In tenement than uy welltodopeople who the nOrlStl say spend more In
proportion titan very rich The number of
rlorlsls hops In denethtlulatod sections In ¬

dicates that man by slenderpurses Flowers too are sometimes consid-
ered

¬

almost a necessity In to sIck room t they
often do more to cheer sick than almostanything ese That Is whrthe Flower Mis-
sion

¬

which seeks to supply flowers to
the very poor who cannot pay for them
Is one of tho most practical of charities
Flowers at festivities and funiralb nowarsent by many persons to the pitleits their
favorite instItutions Very often tburcbis
stripped of Its floral decoratlonvjro mediately
alter a wedding and funeral are not10orallowed time to wither I

While toweriin some Instances j4rvo to ex ¬

DIBS to men they afioften tho
or strife among those who deitln them

Flowenare just like stocks a leaNIng florist
said Times ore not only up today and down
tomorrow owing to the market being under
or over stroked but dealers got up corners In
them No sooner Is It known that a certain
ilealnr has a large order to fill of a particular
flower than some of the others at once buy up
all In the market so that he perhaps cannot Oil
the order and In any event has to pay
so mush for the fflower that he lorosinoney
Once last season I lost a large order In thatway The mau who had len It to me hap-
pened

¬

to tell another the flower
was and that business rival at once boutlit-
up all in the market Another flower hail to
be substituted and I was a big not of money
out of pocket

Most women and some men have a favorite
flower which they will not abandon Mrs
Clevelands favorite flower Is the American
Beauty while that of Mrs W O Whitney Is
a pink rose of the choicer varieties
Miss Marion Langdon Is also an admirer
of the American Beauty Mrs Kondnl
likes lilies of the valley anjl violets
Nra August Belmont shares the hoghish as-
treassllking for violets hut Mr Augmst List
mont Jr7 is enthusiastic over LnOioiriT do
France riot enthusiasm Is shared by 3trs
Bradley Martin Jlrs William Astor anti Mrs
W W Astor like orchids the larger roses and
violeti Th Vanderbllts as a rule lIke
orobldi but Mrs Twombly ham an especial
fondness for violets Mr 0 B Alexander Is
original In liking wild flowers Mrs Ogden

I

Mills Is fond of the white briwlftth wM Is
lea the favorite flower oF Mrs USv
merer Mrs H Van Renwslaer Cruger
has a passion for pink roses w gen
oral and la Franco In tartl
Mrs niokslord nlso likes Pink roses Miss
Ulna Post likes violets while f4ics yioraDavla
takes to lilies of tho valleyle Mrs John Blood
goodstloworfad is Mrs lie iorest
liken Jacks anti her sister hiss isrgoue vie
iotsitnd iille of the valley Mrs h3ukeIiOOI1O
has lot a facorito La France Mrs James w
Waterbury lUes Jacks and Mrs Henry bloane
orchids Mrs It O Dunn Is fond of pink roses
Mrs Jules lloynnl likes violets Sj well that ebe
orders from ton to twelve bunches every day
anotponslvo liking nt M or therenbonts the
bunch Tho violet Is also Ward McAllisters
faorlto flower

HOMETllItid ABOUT LAM TJMWS

How no Incspsrlrneed Player y Improve
Ills Gume

Much huts been said nail written about lawn
tennis but still one hears on oil sides such
questions What should an Inexperienced
player do to become mors proficient In the
game 1 Do tbo crack players of the country
train for tennis contests as other athletes do

Is lawn tennis pracllco In winter beneficial to
ones game Which style of play the net or
back court game is most In vogue among
players and whIch time most effective

Thcso questions tire nil of time greatest Ira
pottanco to the Inexperienced player soil for
his benefit an export will endeavor to answer
theta In order

In tha first Instance os to how an Inexper-
ienced

¬

player should Improve his game Hav-

ing
¬

become n member of some club whore
courts are either turf or earth toe first point
to bo considered Is time service Generally
speaking there are two kinds of service which
of course admit of omits and nxtromo varia-
tions

¬

L TIme overhand service 2 The un-

derhand
¬

service It is I think generally ac-

knowledged
¬

that the overhand porvlco
If delivered effectively Is the best as It Is
moro difficult to leturn than time under-
hand but I should recommend all bo-

ulnnoro to give both kinds of service an equal
amount of practice and adopt time cite which
seems to bo time most effective Should you hap-
pen

¬

to note the various sen las of players you
will son that many of them attempt a terrif-
ically

¬

haid service tIme first tints which usual-
ly

¬

Is a mull mind then simply toss the second
service over time not This Is a mistake com-
mon

¬

milling even the most expert PlaYers nod
it would bu teeth moro advantageous to give u
amoderatolt hard orlca tho llrst Vine In re-
gard

¬

to recoil Ing the service It will suffice to
say that the best position for an ordinary ser-
vice

¬

is u yard or sn behind tIme service line
in the ceutrooi the court Hhonld the service
bo very swift it will bu found nocosary to stand
oboe up to the base lIne and at times oven
boyomi It Ono of the greatest aids 10 a be-
ginner

¬

Is to watch a game between two players
of some prominence on the tennis lipid Note
their Htroles and different styles of play and
titan copy thorn as closely as possible JJo not
try to Improve your genie with too great rapid ¬

ity but practice a stroke day jilter day until
you have perfected It Time fact that none of
the tom heM players lu this country has
played tennis for loss titan six or more years
nil guos to show that piotlcioncy In bite
gama cannot ha aeutilrod In a short
period but rcnulros continual and persist ¬

emit practice A vory common fault among
players Is the habit of trvine to kill n dint
cult ball or trying to send back a difficult re-
turn

¬

every time This is all wrong When
you thai yourself out of position or perhaps
out of breath the best and safest return Is otto
tossed high In time air and Into the back of the
opponents court titus allowing yourself not
only time to recover your breath bnt also to
see what your adversary Is going to do Many
players look with scorn on this style of panic
tint It has been shown tlmo anti airnln that It Is
the only way to win Patience plays an im-
portant

¬

part In tennis and how many games
have boon lost by an absence of tIns factor
There Is a class of player who often boats a
better player slmtilv by patience but be could
newer win were only the latter player to bo
equally patient and not to tty to do too much

Now we come to the question Do tennis
experts train like otuer athletes for their
matches Unlike other athletic contests ten-
nis

¬

Is a game which pot only requires strength
and endurance but also coolness and judg-
ment

¬

and moderate degree 01 conlldence In
ones bolf Lute hours of course are not con ¬

ducive to time best results in tennis and n-

plavor who expects to come out on top at the
end of the season must bo very regular his
bedtime hour Tennis players do not as a
rule restrict themselves while playing
to nov fixed nlet but are very care-
ful

¬

as to what they eat and at what
time they shall eat lu Pastry and dessert
of all kinds are seldom touched by the crack
players and wines of all kinds are Indulged In
by them only in extreme moderation robe ¬

bly time most Important factor In tennis as In
otuer outdoor games Is a good wind Smok-
ing

¬

as is known impairs ones wind and con-
sequently

¬

the use of tobacco In any form must
bo furthest from the thoughts of a tennis play ¬

er during thn tennis season It Is a curious
but nevertheless expressive fact that of the
ten best players In this country seven never
use tobacco In any form while the other three
arm only moderate smokers

Bo much for the training which tennis play ¬

ers Indulge In now we come to the respec-
tive

¬

merits of the different styles of play tho
volley and the back game which has proven
such a bone of contention among players In
lato years For my putt I cannot see now thor
cart be any ground for contention at all and I
think It has been proven conclusively by thepast seasons play that a man who volleys
from n position In front of the service line
must boat an equal player whose normal posi-
tion

¬

Is at tint baek of the court Of course if
you can play the back gamo very well and
cannot volley at all it would be ridiculous for
you to attempt the volley game Volley ¬

log Is merely a question of practice
and If you lucre a fair eye you will
soon find that you am able to volley
lust as easily anti place balls bettor thin you
could from the bound Time advantages of a
volley or net game over a back name are as fol ¬

lows II1 The only balls that can make you
run while In your position of vantage at the
net ate those returned from the corner of theright or loft court In a direction paralleli with
and near to either side tine 2 liy your for-
ward

¬
position you arc within easy roach of any

ball dropped gently over the not while such
halls would In all probability prove too much
for your backHue adversary 31 Again you
will notice that In volleying how quick your re-
turn

¬
ID and that the chances are greatly In

favor of Its being past your backline ad
oisary beforo ho knows whore he Is whereas

while be Is waiting for the ball to bound you
have ample time not only to watch what bo isgoing to do but to taku up any position you
mav consider best suited for his returnPersonally I think the argument is all one ¬

sided everything is in favor of the volloyrr
while I cannot see anything that rests with hisopponent except It be time statement that Illseasier to return a ball from the bound than at
the volley anti even lu this I think there Iismom for much doubt Ono of time greatest
advantages of the volley over time backlinegame Is that by volleying you provoimt any outor twist the tall may have or front acting
while you wait for It to bound jou get the
wholo force of any emit or twist there may
bo on it and run toe risk of getting a
shooter or if thorn should happen to boany Inequalities In the ground of a false

bound or of tbo ball jumping as high asyour head whlci lat when you do not cxpoet it IH most difficult to return Of course
In playing tin net givne It Is not expedient tovolley very ball but to olley ns much as you
emma Take advantage of every possible oppor ¬
tunity offered to you of doing so nod lu a shorttime you will find yoursolr ahead of all your
friends who still p rhlst In playing from thebuck of tho court The common mistake of allhisginnere at volleying Is either that thoy ore
norvouH and stay too for back In thecourt in volley properly or olsn that timesare too confident and come too close to time nutThis fault Is u most fatal ono as It Is a veryeasy matter to pass a man who plays too close
to tbo net and also to toss over him to theback of time court when you have not only torun bak for U but probably also to turn endthe chances are you send back an easy returnand not being able tu regain your position orbeing out of breath you love an aceSumming up It Is apparent that the player
who rell H on bark court tOmmy entirely cnnseldom win nualnst an equal player who playsan iiKcrefHlvo vollev game

Now the question Is asked Is lawntennis practice In winter henellclol lo OIIUMcame In time first pluoo for winter practice
tlioro IK nothing like lawn tennis lisolf transfurred front the green turf to the wooden floorof some building or armory wherever thecourts tire laid out Title luxury of course Isnot within the reach of A very largo majority ofplayers but where a ball can be bound suitablefor the purpose lawn tennis Indoois Isdeirable next to thn canto out of doors Some players have found court tennis practice of great
advantage to themselves in do eloping and retaming their forum In lawn tennis Thusii adatitugosneeesBarlr are not within the roachof tho average tennis player aol consonuently It would bo useless to advise them
lIn rigara to this sort of practice ItaoniieUmndball and lives are other games akin totennis which are ndulied In during the wintermonths by tennis players amid all of thoseuflord good iraetlo What appears to benecessary Is that the eye shall be tent In conBtant training so as to retain UH qu ckneas mfollowing the ball and aso In cal ulatlnir ac ¬curably distances rind nlso that the aim rosynot lose any of Its suprteuess by toolongBn In ¬lentil of rest Time gnome of tennIs as playedIndoors Is much faster titan outdoor play anticomoqiicntlyli IH it much lest dllllcii matterchance front indoTtennis lonutdixr thanloj versa In oonsixiuunee It may lo said thatlawn minus practice In winter Is uiost bonelielal to ones game anti ibid time rayer whotakes advantage of any opportunities offewdto burp for preotising during the winter willwith the advsntipf spring and outdoor tennisfind Ms Limo ulUoh Improved and bettered
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FOR SMALL ARMS

zwxliItSrzlro KESVLIB ofC-

HKHlVAl JUCPKR1MSNTS

Tk Wettaree Vlellle Cordite Orakre
eeC Other InTentlon Hepantlnc-
VAsntnorox

MIS

Oct 31 Nearly a Year
Ago Gen Bonel reportel that everything
writ ready for the adoption of a repenting rifle
la our army oxceot the procuring of a proper
powder It wits determined long since that the
now arm should bo of no calibre and an ex-

perlmental rifle of that bore was manufactured
at Springfield At first It was determined to
use a compressed and perforated cartridge In
tIme magazine suns but before thatoouMba
obtained the results achieved In several conn
trios of Europe by smokeless powders save the
latter tho preference Allot waiting come Mm

to sea whether an entirely satisfactory smoke
lots powder could bo produced In this cutup
try arrangements wore made for purchasing
quantity of the sort made In Belgium with a
view to Its manufacture In the United BUtti
as the standard for army use Tho consign
meat which is from the Wotlorcn firm ban not
yet arrived but In tho menu tune the Maga-

zine
¬

Gun Board can perform Its ptollmlnnrr
work Presumably there will be brought before
It for competition several Am rlean dovuoi
both In powders and In mngnzno mcclmnlsm

Smokeless iiowdor IB said to hno boon lu
vomited about twenty years ago Hut If so early
ftrorlodls assigned to It the reference must
bo to powder which was much less nutki lia
than that which It now ma to although having
enough of KB attributes la n erudn forum to be ¬

long to thl class of explosives Ton years aso
as Gen BonOt limos noted propositions were
mado to the Ordnunoo Derailment for the
manufacture of nmokeless powder In this
country Perhaps tliu best known of the mill
tary smokeless powders Is thu one Invuntod liy-

M VIelllo called Poudro Ii illicit reached
from the French Academy of Sciences the La-

compto prize of tlOUOO awarded emery titter
years for the most Important discovery roads
In thut period This Is tho powder used In the
lolOl rllle to which It furnishes a roiimrkabla
Initial eloelty said to enuil xitil feet per
second yet with n very slight roeoll anti little
strain on thw mechanism IttUcn out only a
thin bluIsh smoke wnl h quickly illslpat
anti the rip rl Is hoard but n short distanceaway Plena acid Is said to bo ni tinportait
Ingredient In ttula powder A niodlilcitlon of
It known ns JIN Is used In In aw puns to
which It furnishes a stilt hluhur nilliil voluelty
that of 2510 foot conds irtho 11 inch rind
even more to time smaller rapidlire guns

Time NjliuHe smokeless powder Is famous
for sporting tisos being known for this pur
nose In many couurlu Urltntb taking
Bohultzus Invention KIIMI It n isroat Impetus
anti Is said to have beets oxpTlmeutlnt lately
with It for military pinpoint by mucking It
burn more slowlv Qolblle in n smokeless
powder Invented by lr Emmetis by treatlnz
with emmcnsito the hluti explosive Invented
by him a specially prepared thick xellow paper
It Is siifil to give a greatlucreavo the propul-
sive

¬
power ul ordinary powder mid to emit only

a small pud but with a sharp retort Th
smokeless and noiseless powuor Invented by
uapt LedvnraUliawoith of uauorl liasalso
attracted much attention The Miixlm smoke
less powder Is praised In England while Italy
Is greatly ploatod with the ballisiltn of Nobel

The Chelworth special which is onlyttmo-
dlllciitionoftheltlUnlBUWestphalumpowder
powder was for some tOne used In the Arm
strong rapid fire guns as It leaves no residuum
In the bore anti gives out but a slight smoke
These CIIIB brute lately used cordite so called
front Its being mado up of lone grayish corns
which are iilterward cut to tho pioper lengths
It Is reported to have given a velocity of 5300
feet a second and to be satisfactory for rapid
Ore anti machine Runs It Iis the Invention of
Copt Noble of the Klswlck works and Is up
posed to consist In the main of blasting gela ¬

foluablo nltrooellulose added Tho
United Khlne and Vestphallan factories pro ¬

duce a wellknown smokeless powder while In
Austria Major Schwab the director of the rae
tory at Stein has Invented a grayish largo
grained powder which gives higher velocity
and lower pressure than ordinary powders anti
Is almost smokeless The llenust powder pos-
sesses

¬

50 per cent more strength than ordlnarr
gunpowder and is tree from danger of explosion
through friction or concussion

The Army and the Navy Departments of our
Government have long been In search of suits
ble smokeless powders for small arms It was
understood some time ago that the Messrs
Dupont tbo wellknown American powder
manufacturers had obtained the riant to
manufacture In this country the Belglan
Wettoron powder Itwas at onotlmosald that
Secretary Trees had been arranging for the
manufacture of the smokeless powder of the
itottweil Company ofGermanymatjealso by the
London and Cbilton Company In England
Lieut Houtliorlnnd of the navy In discussing
a portion of the powders already spoken of
mentions Grakrut or gray powder the Inven-
tion

¬
of a Swede named Skogliind us reported

to have surpassed the BelgianWettereu pow ¬

der and to hnvo aleu esDHilal satisfaction on
Its trial In Russia

With a charge of the arakrut squatl to 70 Mr cent at
the other powmsr the inhtil velocmry was lncreud 3-
1pr cent and lb chamber presiure 5 par cent 5lIithe cttsre of Oratrut dcreaaed to hz pr cemmt the
Inimiat euocliy wee tncrea4 34 per cent Without ens
perceptible lacreua or rhamber preiuire When
chers of 74 per cant wm need the initial velocity
wa Inoreaiea 40 per cent without giving aa undue
preteurt In the chamber

In competlttTe uiu from Nordvnfeldt machine guns
the smote from ordinary powder wa not dlwlpattot twenty nr leconda whit that from the Iratrut-
wai lu the form of a traniparent vapor remalulng vit>

ibis only live Seconds
The base of nearly or quite all of the smoke

less powders in somo nitrous compound
so that they inlcht even bo called nitrate pow
ders They are nearly all If not still in tho ex-
perimental

¬

state yet liable to certain ob¬

jections Terhaps the most common or these
is Inability to koepln all climates Still that
Is not a fatnl objection to tnoir uso at home or
In specific latitudes Some or them give out
nn odor which practically prohibits thelt use
But it Is quito certain that smokeless powderi-
Bulllclently Rood for practical service are em-
ployed

¬

by several countries and can llet had
by our own And oven this would not bo ali
Bolutely necessary for a magazine gun The
latter hud been resolved upon find In-

troduced
¬

lu several countries before smoke ¬

less powders were Kouurod Neverthe-
less

¬
time reduction of time calibre which

overcomes one main objection to the re¬

peating arm by allowing the soldier
to carry a larger number of cartridges It
greatly aided by the use of the now and pow-
erful

¬

nitrate powders while the further ob-
jection

¬

of obscuring uilh smoke by more
rapid firing tho object aimed at Isalaoremored
The experiments of the Magazine dun Hoard
Jth rifles and powders will be a leading subject
of Interest both for tho army and the militia

OneS Men Cook In Ilimiocl
From the IhUnitlfhli 1ieiJ

The scarcity of ships cooks at this port
as well as throughout all time American ports
and those of England has bocomn an alarming
feature and It Is seldom of lain that tessois
are able to get men to net In touch capacity that
are lorsud in the elementary Principles aud
practice of the art

Inferior cooks on board a vessel without ex-
ception

¬

are sure to cin so trouble among tbo
sailors with their bad preparation oi the food
antI It oftentimes loads on to mutiny This
condition of affairs can only be a counted for
by the grintur Inducements that IIP offered
cooks on shore On board time culinary mer-
chantman

¬

the cooks position Is by no moans
aslnoouro he is up bernie thn sun rres pru
paring for breakfast uud seldom gets to ltoil
acaln until midnight rot the highest wages
paid Is 35 per month

Hhlpmasters Know full well the Importance
of wholesome cooking board shut and that
on It depends in a treat degree time health
comfort contentment and discipline of crews
they are therefore not contented to venture on
a long voyage with a cook who may coma to
thorn without good recommendations Hot
the lost vessel which he sorted

For many years past large American ships
have found It mire economical to ship China
men In the capacity of cooks and It Is seldom
that a White man Is found on board what Is
Iknown on time deepwater Amerlean clipper
English vessels are falling In with this and
are shipping Clilnti 6crK ks as well aa stewards
Many of the tramp htoamshlpx hare secured
Chinese In this capacity arid all their Captains
speak In time highest terms of their ability
over tha white men

The Shipmasters Society of London are
Bending out circulars to the governing bodies
ol Industrial schoolH and training ships urg ¬

ing upon them the necessity of teaching boys
the praoileo and art of cooking especially for
those of them that show aptitude stewards
work On board merchant vessels nowadays
tort Is well described as water bewitched and
tea betrayed

Kcetdeate or West Point have No JBIcht
to Vol In Mlubland Fall

Nrwnucaji Oct 81 Attorney Qenejal
Charles F Tabor has written an opinion in re-

gard
¬

to the rights of residents of Wet Point
to vote on election day The AttorneyGen ¬

oral says substantially that Inasmuch as tie
territory of West Point Is owned by the United
States having been ceded by this State to the
United Hmtoa the residents of the property

coded are not entitled to tithe ulthtr at
Slum tails or elsewhere In this State and

of till olte ninny legal authorities
In other words persons mnkni West Point
their homo and claiming It us tnelr place uf
roaldoiice have no vote If they reside at west
Point and claim some other place as their
residence then they are not residents of Wet
Point and cannot vote at Highland Falls feat i
must go to tlieir placM ol rwlainct te YeI


